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FAQs
(Frequently Asked Questions)






What is TAPCE?
TAPCE (the Toronto Association of Parents in Catholic Education) is the regional affiliate of your Provincial Parents’ Association (the Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education – O.A.P.C.E.), an association of dedicated parent volunteers, with a history of almost 70 years of working to preserve and enhance publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario.

TAPCE is your association, established to respond to and represent the interests and concerns of parents/guardians who have children enrolled in Toronto’s publicly funded Catholic schools. Our focus includes all aspects of our children’s education: spiritual, academic, health and safety, as well as other issues which may arise out of your concerns.

Who are the current Executive members and how can I contact them?
President
   Robert Selvadurai

Cardinal Leger Elementary 

Vice-President
   Dan Barrett


St Henry’s Elementary
        
Treasurer
  Terry Pastore


Mary Ward CSS
Secretary
   Susan Walker




For TAPCE enquiries please contact us at:  contactus@tapce.ca
Toronto 
Director
  Ashleigh Molloy
Pope John Paul CSS   

Toronto 
Director  
  Susan Walker
Father John Redmond C.S.S.& Regional Arts Cntr     

Toronto 
Director  
   Terry Pastore
Mary Ward  CSS
TCDSB Trustee Liaison to TAPCE  

 Oliver Carroll  
 oliver.carroll@tcdsb.org
Alternate Trustee Liaison to TAPCE

 John Del Grande 
 john.delgrande@tcdsb.org
What are all these other acronyms?  (See attached list)

Some of the most common acronyms you will hear at our meetings are:
TAPCE
Toronto Association of Parents in Catholic Education
OAPCE
Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education
CSAC

Catholic School Advisory Council

PIC 

Parental Involvement and Communication

TCDSB
Toronto Catholic District School Board
ICE

Institute for Catholic Education
OCSTA
Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association
OCCB

Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops
AOB

Any Other Business
MOE

Ministry of Education

CPIC

Catholic Parent Involvement Committee

OECTA
Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association

OCSBOA 
Ontario Catholic Schools Business Officials Association

OCSOA      
Ontario Catholic Supervisory Officers Association

CPCO
     
Catholic Principal Council of Ontario

Does my school have to pay to join TAPCE?

The Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) has paid membership for all (206) schools in the Board to belong to OAPCE/TAPCE, which enables each school to elect a representative to the Association. Your individual school and/or CSAC do not have to pay to belong.

What are PIC funds?

PIC stands for Parental Involvement and Communication, and you will often hear the expression PIC funds at TAPCE meetings.  As the name suggests, these funds are used primarily for communication with our parents, our partners and stakeholders.  Each fall, O.A.P.C.E. sends out PIC fee invoices to each Catholic District School Board for the following calendar year.  The PIC fees are based on the number of schools in that board or alternatively, based on the number of pupils in a school, the former being the most cost effective.  Once the PIC fees are received from a school board and the conditions are met, the regional council will receive a PIC rebate.  The rebate is 30 percent of the fees.  In our case, this amounts to approximately $3000.00 per year, and these funds are our operating funds for the year. 
 To receive a PIC rebate a region must have an active (parent) Regional Council with a Chair/President, Secretary and Treasurer; the council should have a bylaw that is not in conflict with O.A.P.C.E.  By-laws, have regular meetings for it’s members and hold regional elections and an AGM (Annual General Meeting as per the by-laws. Recognized O.A.P.C.E. Regional Councils are required to submit minutes and an accounting of financial expenditures for review by the O.A.P.C.E., the ttreasurer in consultation with the President. Recognition requires two (2) sets of minutes as listed below to be submitted to the O.A.P.C.E.  office.

i. Minutes of Executive Elections: 30 days after the Regional Council elections. 

ii. Minutes with accounting of financial expenditures: submitted by February 28 each year

Each region uses their PIC funds in unique ways, but at TAPCE our funds are primarily used for communication with parents (i.e. website) and sponsorship of parents to attend conferences, workshops and retreats.  

How often does TAPCE meet?

TAPCE meets once a month, usually the 4th Monday of each month. Occasionally, when there is a special event, such as our Commissioning Ceremony or a conference, TAPCE will meet more than once. Additionally, the Executive and/or sub-committees meet as frequently as necessary to accomplish their mandates.

Regular meetings are from 7 pm to 9:30 pm and are usually located on the 2nd floor in the Board room. Look for signs in the elevators and on the front door of the CEC, or ask at the information desk if you are unsure of the meeting room.

TAPCE meetings are held at the CEC, (TCDSB building located at 80 Sheppard Ave.E), rather than at rotating school sites, as it is easier for members to know where the meetings will be held, and the CEC is reasonably accessible by highway and by TTC.  Carpooling with other TAPCE members is possible, so please contact us if you are interested.
What happens at Meetings?
Typical meetings will involve updates from the President, Regional Directors and Sub-Committees on issues like curriculum, safety, funding, etc, as well as providing opportunity for some discussion of hot issues, and reports on action items. On occasion we will have guest speakers, ranging from TCDSB Trustees to speakers on curriculum, enrichment programming, bullying, snack programs, etc.
How do I get an item on the agenda for discussion?

Meeting agendas are determined in advance by the Executive, with input from members. There is opportunity to bring up items during the AOB portion of the meeting (as long as they do not involve naming and publicly discussing a teacher, Principal, other parent or TCDSB staff member). If the issue you wish to discuss is a particularly personal one, and you are looking for some direction, rather than involving all members in your issue someone from the Executive or Communications Committee will be happy to stay afterward and assist you.  These matters may also be addressed by e - mailing us at contactus@tapce.ca
What am I expected to do as a TAPCE rep?

TAPCE reps are expected to attend monthly meetings as often as possible, and update your CSAC on those meetings, as well as be the conduit through which information flows to and from your CSAC.  Sometimes we ask reps to survey their CSACs on issues, offer your CSAC members opportunities to attend conferences, TAPCE meetings, discussion forums, etc.
Are there different levels of involvement?

We have a number of TAPCE sub-committees which are responsible for carrying out various mandates, including things like attending and reporting back on TCDSB Board and Committee meetings, lobbying, by-law review, curriculum issues, etc..  Additionally, TAPCE is often asked to send parent representatives to sit on TCDSB Committees (i.e. Math text selection committee, No Sweat Committee, Parent Roundtable) and partner groups.
Some people seem to know much more than I do…

All of us at TAPCE are parent volunteers, and have come to our first few meetings in the same position you are in today. As you begin attending meetings, and receive e-mail from our e-mail list for additional information, you will quickly become familiar with the terminology, partnerships, issues and direction of the Association. Don’t be afraid to ask questions at each meeting or stay afterward to ask for further clarification. 
Are there other parent groups in the TCDSB?
From time to time other parent groups develop in response to a particular need or issue (i.e. facilities renewal, transportation lobbying, etc). TAPCE fully supports the efforts of all parents engaged in working to make our schools better for our children.

O.A.P.C.E. is one of the three parent associations in the publicly funded education system that is acknowledged/recognized in Regulation 612 that mandates the empowerment of parents and guardians in the school communities.
Will my information be given out to anyone else?

Your name and contact information will be kept in our TAPCE database, so that we may forward information directly to you, rather than going through your Principal or Secretary.  
Additionally, in order to receive our PIC rebate from OAPCE (see, the acronyms are flying already), we need to provide the names, and corresponding school names of our reps to the provincial Association. We do not need to provide them with your phone number or email address at this time, and would ask your permission if we had a reason for wanting to do so. 

Can other parents from my school attend TAPCE meetings?

All parents are welcome and encouraged to attend TAPCE meetings, and special events.  When an occasion arises where there is voting on specific motions, however, each school only has one vote, that of your official liaison rep or their proxy.
Meeting dates for 2008 
September 22

October 27
November 24

December 15


The Meeting Dates for 2009
January 26

February 23


March 23

April 27  

May 25

June 22             
July 27         

August 24
Where can I go for more information?
You can check out our TAPCE website at www.tapce.ca.  Our website recently received a make over/ “face lift” in November of 2007.  Please take a few moments to surf through our website as it has great information – including our very own Dr. Ashleigh Molloy. Once again, e mail us atcontactus@tapce.ca 
Thank you for your interest in TAPCE.  We look forward to working with you! 
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