STATEMENT TO CATHOLIC REGISTER FROM TAPCE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE (February 9, 2009)

With reference to the Ontario Student Trustees’ Association (OSTA) report on Equitable Education, the Toronto Association of Parents in Catholic Education (TAPCE) wishes to acknowledge this well-written report and thank the many individuals involved in its completion for their contributions. 
While this issue has not been formally raised at a TAPCE meeting in the recent past, we often speak about the true cost of education, not just what the Ministry of Education allocates each year, but also the various forms of fundraising and fees that are paid by parents at the school level. One of the major concerns of parents has been the issue of “constant nickel and dime” requests for various school activities and fundraisers. The proliferation of activity fees and fundraising activities under the control of both the principal and the Catholic School Advisory Council also has a tendency of blurring visibility and accountability.

TAPCE concurs with the findings of the OSTA report and would like to encourage the TCDSB to undertake a study to understand the fees which students are asked to pay. The study should clearly define what an “extracurricular activity” is and the goal would be to create a “standard fee” within their jurisdiction to ensure equity among all students. The recommendation of an “Every Child Plays” programme would make all students, regardless of family income, feel welcome to participate in the extracurriculars they desire. 

The reality is that there are many students in our education system who are hanging on by a thread with respect to their level of engagement, particularly those students who are “at risk”. In some cases, extracurricular activities are the only means by which these students are still engaged in the school system. For those students who also have “financial concerns”, this becomes an added challenge for them to remain engaged.

Education guru Sir Ken Robinson has spoken on the topic “Do Schools Kill Creativity? (http://schools-at-the-centre.ning.com/video/do-schools-today-kill) He makes a case for creating an education system that nurtures creativity, rather than undermining it and says “our task is to educate their whole being so they can face the future”. He believes that creativity is as important as literacy and we should treat it with the same status.

In conclusion, TAPCE urges the Ministry of Education to look at this matter seriously as it continues to become more alarming each year. If all stakeholders in education are serious about leaving no child behind, then we need to set a level playing field for all.

