Parent Literacy Presentation Report 9111
Mandate:

As St. Henry CSAC meeting 3Feb09, the Correspondence Secretary (CS) was tasked to pursue recommendations for a parent literacy workshop. The workshop should address how to increase the literacy of parents so as to encourage reading by example and to identify books that could be obtained as a resource for the school community. Either to be loaned out or utilized in other presentations or literacy initiatives. The total expense for books was indicated as high as $850.

Method:
-Reviewed a number of audio books readily available from the public library on various topics that were considered potentially of interest to parents.

-Interviewed a few parents on the subject of “parenting literature” 
-Attended the Parenting and Family Literacy Centre presentation at TAPCE 23Mar09 
-Evaluated recommended books From OAPCE Director Toronto 
-Contacted prospective 3rd party speaker for recommendations on a presentation or workshop.

Findings:
Library audio books on parenting were found to be relatively limited initially. However, upon further query it was indicated that much of the parenting approaches come from business and scientific findings related to sociology.
In reviewing several books certain themes emerged related to focusing on parenting as a role, vocation, and a skill. The Role of the parent seems to be suggested as depends on the Capabilities of the parent and differs from child to child. The vocation of the parent seemed to speak strongest to the positive and negative legacies a parent has and the strengths values that can be related. The skills aspect of the parent seemed to suggest more of an approach to know oneself and how societies impact on us can effect others

A Parenting plan is considered to need some form of continuous learning or literacy component so that parents can avoid problems and enhance opportunities to help there children grow. Such a strategy should help and not hinder the strengths of the child. In addition it might be best if such a plan address the major elements of an individual Mind Body and Spirit   
Below example of learning plan provided 
· Mind/Skills

· Ontario Curriculum

The curriculum lays out what the Ministry expects to be taught in schools. The document includes various approaches and course content that teachers base their lesson plans on and marking schemes (rubrics). Publishers generate the pedagogy and Boards develop programs. As a parent an understanding of this document could be a valuable asset in helping my child gain experiences that support and enhance the school experience 
· How to talk to your child (full reference currently not available)
Yet to be review a relational component on an intellectual level is considered necessary so that one can understand references a child may use and speak in his/her language. Stratagies to have ones child read to them even if through a recorder may be useful. Watching videos of interest to the child or playing games of skill that teach how to solve challenges through persistence practice and out of the box thinking
· Go put your Strengths to Work :Marcus Buckingham(2008)
……………List $19.95
This book advocates a focus on what a child excels at as the best use of ones time. Although there is controversy in this view the approach can generate transferable results that also impact areas of weakness. An On line component is available under licence for an assessment tool however this is not priced at this time

· Body/Roles 
· Baby and Child Care 8th edition Dr. Benjamin Spock MD (2004) …………………List $9.50

This book takes parenting from early years to adolescence and has been around for 50 years. 

· Emotional Intelligence: Daniel Goleman10th Anniversary edition ………………List $23.00

This Harvard PHD author also reported on the brain and behavioral sciences for The New York Times for twelve years. His book take a brain focused view of emotional development and is considered useful in understanding how emotions are effected by the aging process in particular the youths and adolescents.

· Family First Your step by step plan to creating a Phenomenal Family 
Dr Phil McGraw……………………List Book $15, CD $30

This book deals with certain social issues impacting families and provides some advise as to how to approach them the legacy piece of this book is considered potentially useful in identifying areas where one might be most effective.. 
· Spirit

· Catachism of the Catholic Church (1997)  ....……………………………………….List $9.99
A periodic review of this publication or age appropriate literature as a ritual should help in instilling values and constructive habits. External validation of positions can be useful in addressing confidence issues   
· The 8th Habit from Effectiveness to Greatness Steven Covey (2005) ………….List $16.50(audio CD 59.99)

This publication speaks to ensuring the childs voice can be found and developed. A teach the teacher/parent approach could be useful in gaining insight into how well a subject is understood and how effective a lesson was learned.
His 1998 The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families list price$17.95His book 1989 the 7 habits of highly effective people  is also recommended available in paperback list price $22.50

The majority of parents interviewed indicated that they reviewed no parenting information outside of when they had their first child. The extent of recommended books received from parents interviewed was really only from the “What to Expect” series of books. Essentially most parents do not seem to consider a continuous learning approach to parenting as necessary until there is a problem.

The Board Focus on parent literacy seems to stop at age 6. There seem to be considerable resources for early years development. A portion of a presentation on this aspect may be of use to parents of younger children. The 13 drop in centers may be a good way to assist parents with methods of actively participating in their child’s development. 
Dolores Cascone was contacted regarding participating in a presentation on the 20th and advised she would be available. She requested clarification of the community needs and the desired focus of the presentation. With respect to ESL she suggested reading in the mother tongue to children and emphasised that for the early years speaking english might not be as important as a parent.. Certain magazines and newletters were recommended during her presentation to TAPCE.

-TCDSBs- Kindergarten Connections

Dr Ashley Molloy, Toronto OAPCE Cirector was spoken to on material that parents might find useful. It was indicated that the largest gap in information was considered in the area of Catholic Parenting and researched based learning approaches. A reliance on old approaches was considered flawed for the all access generation of children growing up. In adition a reliance on the board or even the church to teach religious values was considered too prevalent. Based on international conferences attended and spoken at by the Dr Ash a number of current references were provided.

-What makes us catholic (eight Gifts for Life…………………….. Thomas Groome

Parenting your teen with TLC……………………………………… Patt & steve Saso

Movies that Matter…………………………………………………..Richard Leonard 

Clashing symbols …………………………………………..……Micheal Paul Gallagher

Burnout Busters……………………………………………………Joseph D Whitte

Catholic Stewardship Sharing gods Gifts……………………….Collen Smith

Managing Stress with Help from your Catholic Faith………….Mary Lou Rosien

Raising Cane (Protecting the emotional life of Boys)…Dan Kilon & Micheal Thompson (list price $15)
At the recommendation of the Principal Karen Horsman was contacted for feedback on the initiative. Her list on parent literacy for the media was distributed earlier in the day. She has indicated that she may be available to speak to parents on parent literacy and provide a more generic list of recommended reading. Her speaking Fee is $300 and she may be available to participate on 20May2009.
Recommend a three part presentation
An adult learingn model is proposed for a presentation dealing with an initial personal facilitated discussion, an analysis of resources and perspectives and an application of the session

1 Personal Experience
 Identifying community literacy needs in a questionnaire, facilitated discussion to determine what kind of resources parents wanted to be handed in at the end of the session or copied for those parent that might wish to keep the document.
2. Analysis
Starting off with an early years piece from Ms Dollars some community issues may be addressed based on a profile available through the ministry or an advance questionnaire on priorities.

 Have Ms Horseman speak to the general literacy issues parents face

3 Practical application 
Obtain desired resources to encourage a continuous learning literacy initiative for Parents

