TAPCE Chair’s Report

April 27, 2009

1. TAPCE presentation to St. Sebastian – presentation was attended by Daniel Voce and myself.  Presentation went well.  Neighbouring schools invited by Chair of St. Sebastian (Rita).  It was reiterated that CSACs are advisory councils and not merely fundraisers.  Principal present and in agreement.  He will look to ways of involving the parents more in that capacity.  Neighbouring schools would like to attend TAPCE meetings but felt that it was far to get to CEC and that it is difficult to get there.  Reassured them that it was not the case.  Daniel suggested after that a car pool could be set up initially for the school TAPCE reps to attend.

2. Please visit the Ministry of Education website http://www.news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2009/04/school-information-finder-now-online.html.  The Minister/government is touting this as a way for educators, administrators and parents to find out information on schools and in a way to be more transparent.  Individuals within each of the stakeholder groups may feel otherwise, as though it paints a negative picture of some schools whereby, as a starter, parents may not want to send their children to some of the negatively profiled schools.  Form your own opinion and share it with TAPCE.
3. Nurturing Our Catholic Community – Archbishop Thomas Collins is reaching out to Catholics within the archdiocese, especially so for Catholics that have been away from the Church for a while or have been disgruntle in the past but don’t know how to reconnect.  He has been on a number of radio programs promoting it, as well as radio ads and various focus group discussions.  I think it is wonderful what he is doing.  His approach is very refreshing.

4. We need assistance in rearranging the TAPCE office.  There are also computers that were donated by TCDSB that need to be setup.  Please indicate if you can volunteer one hour one evening to go to D’Arcy McGee CES to setup.  Please coordinate with Terry Pastore as we need to get a permit for the evening.
